
ROBINS CLASS CURRICULUM PLANNING FOR SPRING TERM 2022  

In the Big Wide World project, we will find out about the world in which we live. We will learn about different climates 

and explore habitats, including the flora and fauna. We will locate the United Kingdom on a world map and compare 

life in the United Kingdom with life elsewhere. We will also learn about caring for the environment, both locally and 

beyond. 

In the ‘Splash!’ project, we will explore water play and learn about the different forms and bodies of water. We will 

learn about freezing and melting and make ice lollies. investigate objects that float or sink and explore capacity. 

Supporting your child at home: 

Use Google Earth to explore where you live and look up places you would like to visit. 

Talk about places around the world you have visited, or places that family members or friends live. Look at the places on a 

map and talk about ways to travel. 

If you go on a trip, send a postcard to school to show where you went. 

Talk about how you use water at home and why it is important to drink water throughout the day. 

Find out about animals that live in water. 

Have fun playing with water in the bath or swimming pool. 

Share and discuss the ‘Did you know?’ resources attached. 



WEEK ENGAGE  

5/1/22 EL Goal Communication and 
language Speaking Offer 
explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems when appropriate. 
Specific knowledge Reception 
Ice is the solid form of water. 
Water turns to ice (freezes) when it 
is very cold. 
When ice is heated, it melts, and 
becomes liquid. 
Skill Reception Represent scientific 
observations by mark making, 
drawing or creating simple charts 
and tables. Offer explanations for 
why things happen, making use of 
vocabulary, such as, because, then 
and next. 
 
EL. Goal Mathematics Compare the 
capacity of everyday objects. 
E. L. Goal Mathematics 
Solve simple problems related to 
length, height, capacity, weight, 
time and money. 
Knowledge Reception 

1. Watch the Why is water wet? video. Fill a series of containers with water toys and 
water-filled balloons for splashy play. Provide bubble mixture and bubble blowers for 
the children to use. Introduce the children to vocabulary relating to water as they 
play, such as wet, drip, slippery, bubble and foam.  
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Where can you find water? 
How does the water feel? 
What happens to water when it is very cold? 
Do you like playing with water? 
Do you like having a bath or a shower? 
What toys do you play with when you are in the bath? 
What water play activities did you enjoy the most? 
 
2. Provide a selection of plastic bottles, yoghurt pots, plastic boxes, cups and spoons 
to the water tray. Ensure some containers look very different but have the same 
capacity. Ask the children which container they think holds the most water and which 
holds the least. Invite them to pick three containers and order them from smallest to 
largest capacity. Discuss ways to measure the capacity of the different containers. 
Provide measuring cups, spoons, jugs and funnels for the children to test their 
predictions. Encourage them to use language relating to capacity. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Which container do you think will hold the most water? 
Which is the smallest container? 
Are there any containers that hold the same amount of water? 
How can you prove that the bottle holds less water than the box? 
 



The capacity of an object is how 
much it can hold. 
Skill Reception Compare and order 
the capacity of two to three items 
in sand and water play and use and 
understand the language full and 
empty 
 
E. L. Goal Personal, social and 
emotional development Self-
regulation 
Give focused attention to what the 
teacher says, responding 
appropriately even when engaged 
in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving 
several ideas or actions. 
E. L. Goal Physical development 
Gross motor skills Negotiate space 
and obstacles safely, with 
consideration for themselves and 
others. 
Skill Reception Move confidently in 
a range of ways and safely 
negotiate space, obstacles and 
terrains. 
 
EL. Goal Mathematics  

3. Set up an obstacle course. Provide children with a large container filled with water 
and buckets. Challenge them to take a bucket of water across the trail and empty it 
into a container at the other end. How much water can they carry? 
Observations 
Do the children enjoy using the course to transport the water? 
Can they find ways to carry the water without spillages? 
4. Put mounds of crushed ice into a Tuff Tub. Provide the children with cups of dilute 
food colouring and pipettes. Encourage them to drip the colours onto the ice and 
observe as it seeps into the cracks and crevices. Ask the children to predict what will 
happen to the ice over time and provide cameras or tablets for them to document the 
changes. Provide a timer to record the time it takes for the ice to fully melt. Display 
the pictures of the melting ice mounds for the children to compare and discuss. 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
What happens to the food colouring as you drip it onto the ice? 
What do you think will happen to the ice now it has come out of the freezer? 
How long do you think it will take for the ice to melt? 
What do you think will happen to the coloured water as the ice melts? 
 
5. Display the Ice lolly picture cards and invite the children to talk about their 
favourite ice lollies. Ask the children how they think ice lollies are made and their 
ingredients. Share the Ice lollies recipe and read it with the children. Then, provide a 
selection of fruit juices, yoghurt, soft fruits and ice lolly moulds. Invite the children to 
plan an ice lolly using the Ice lollies recipe writing frame to create their unique recipe. 
Make ice lollies, following the children's recipes. Encourage children to try the lollies 
and to talk about how they tasted and what happened as they ate the lollies, using 
topic-related vocabulary. 
 



Use everyday language to talk 
about length and height, weight 
and capacity. 
Knowledge Reception 
A recipe is set of instructions for 
preparing a dish and includes a list 
of the ingredients required. 
Skill Reception Follow instructions, 
including simple recipes, that 
include measures and ingredients. 



10/1/22 E. L. Goal Personal, social and 
emotional development Give 
focused attention to what the 
teacher says, responding 
appropriately even when engaged 
in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving 
several ideas or actions. 
E. L. Goal Physical development 
Move energetically, such as 
running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 
E. L. Goal Communication and 
language Express their ideas and 
feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, including use 
of past, present and future tenses 
and making use of conjunctions, 
with modelling and support from 
their teacher. 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities  
Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities  

1. Arrange for the children to bring their bikes, scooters, skateboards or trikes to 
school. Make time to go on a fantastic journey around the grounds. Provide a 
selection of ride on vehicles at different points of the journey for the children to 
explore, so they experience travelling in different ways. Take photographs of the 
children during their journey. When you return, use the photographs to make a 
picture map with the children to show where they have been. 
 
Watch the Fantastic journeys video and discuss the different forms of transport we 
can see. Discuss whether children have used these forms of transport – where did 
they travel? Think about places they would like to go in the future. 
 
Things the children could do: 
Compare the vehicles, saying how they are the same or different 
Talk about the sights, sounds and sensations of the journeys they have made 
 
Observations 
Do the children remember and talk about their experiences? 
Can they talk in sentences? 
Do they add detail to their sentences? 
 
2. Invite the children to bring in holiday or day trip photos to show places they have 
visited. Encourage them to talk about where they have been, what the weather was 
like and the activities they did. Display the photographs alongside a UK map and world 
map or globe so the children can see where in the world they have visited. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Have you ever been on day trip or holiday? 
Where did you visit? 



Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and – 
when appropriate – maps. 
Knowledge Reception 
There are lots of different 
continents and countries in the 
world. 
Globes and maps can show us the 
location of different places around 
the world. 
Skill Reception  
Talk about places that they have 
been to or seen in photographs. 
Play with globes, observe maps and 
listen to stories to develop an 
awareness of other places in the 
world. Begin to notice and talk 
about the different places around 
the world, including oceans and 
seas. 
 
E. L. Goal Physical development 
Fine motor skills 
Begin to show accuracy and care 
when drawing. 

How did you get to your holiday destination? 
What activities did you do on holiday? 
Who did you travel with? 
 
3. Watch the Wish you were here video and discuss the different places shown. Invite 
the children to talk about any of the places they have visited. Display the Wish you 
were here picture cards, pictures from holiday brochures and full-length photographs 
of the children. Ask the children to choose a place they would like to visit, cut around 
their photograph and stick it on the picture. Invite them to talk about their picture 
and explain why they chose it. Take quotes from the children or provide paper, sound 
mats and word banks for the children to write about their choices. 
Display the Wish you were here picture cards in the creative area with various 
painting and drawing resources to inspire children's artwork. 
 
Observations 
Do the children talk about the pictures? 
Do they use the pictures to inspire their artwork? 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Have you ever visited any of the places in the pictures or on the video? 
Where in the world would you like to visit? 
What would you like to do on holiday? 
 
4. Create a Big Wide World reading area. Decorate it with flags and maps. Add holiday 
brochures, postcards, poetry books, stories and non-fiction books about holidays and 
countries and cultures from around the world. 
 
Observations 



E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Creating with materials 
Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. 
Knowledge Reception 
A painting of a place is called a 
landscape. 
 
Skill Reception Draw or paint a 
place from observation or 
imagination. 
 
E. L. Goal Communication and 
language Listening, attention and 
understanding 
Listen attentively and respond to 
what they hear with relevant 
questions, comments and actions 
when being read to and during 
whole class discussions and small 
group interactions. 
Skill Reception Listen to and talk 
about books to develop a deep 
familiarity with new knowledge 
and vocabulary. 
 

Do the children show an interest in finding out more about different countries and 
cultures? 
 
 



 
 
 



17/1/22 E. L. Goal Communication and 
language Listen attentively and 
respond to what they hear with 
relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and 
during whole class discussions and 
small group interactions. 
Skill Reception Listen to and talk 
about selected books to develop a 
deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary. 
 
E. L. Goal Communication and 
language Listening, attention and 
understanding  
Hold conversation when engaged 
in back-and-forth exchanges with 
their teacher and peers. 
E. L. Goal Literacy reading 
Comprehension 
Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and 
during role-play. 
E. L. Goal Literacy reading Enjoys 
looking at books and sharing 
stories. 

1. Share the story of The Town Mouse and Country Mouse. Ask the children to 
compare the two places that the mice visit. Invite them to talk about which place they 
would prefer and why. Discuss the activities that can be done in these places and 
create a bank of words. Relate this to visits the children have made with families.  
 
Provide the Postcard template, writing resources and sound mats for the children. 
Explain that they will write a postcard home from the mice to explain what they did 
on their trip. Encourage the children to use the pictures in the story and the word 
bank to create their sentences. The children could decorate the back of their postcard 
with a picture. 
 
2. Display a selection of books on the theme of travel/journeys for the children to 
explore independently. Share fiction with a range of settings. 
Observations 
Do the children show an interest in the books? 
Do they ask questions to find out more about the different places? 
 
3. Provide a holiday/travel browsing box for the children to explore. Include objects 
such as picnic baskets and blankets, sleeping bags, clothing, postcards, shells, 
sunglasses, holiday brochures, travel guides, phrasebooks and language guides. 
 
Observations 
Do the children talk about the objects and make comparisons with things they have 
taken on trips? 
Do they show an interest in the brochures and books? 
Do they talk about their travel experiences? 
 



Skill Reception Show an 
understanding of the meanings of 
new words by using them in 
discussion and role play situations. 



 E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design 
Explore and create using a wide 
range of materials and 
components, including upcycled 
materials, construction kits, 
textiles and ingredients. 
Knowledge Reception 
Vehicles and machines have wheels 
and axles to help them move. 
Different materials have different 
properties and can be used for 
different purposes. 
Skill Reception Construct simple 
structures and models using a 
range of materials. 
Explore, build and play with a 
range of resources and 
construction kits with wheels and 
axles. 
 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities 
Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
Knowledge Reception 

4. Add small world vehicles and play mats to the construction area. Encourage 
children to explore and invent narratives about travel and journeys. Support children 
to make vehicles and landscapes on which to travel. 
 
5. Display a large roll of paper and offer a range of small world vehicles and felt tip 
pens. Explain to the children that they will draw a map with paths and roads for the 
vehicles to use. Invite them to talk about the different vehicles and the journeys they 
are going on. Encourage the children to use positional language as they talk. Model 
adding traffic lights and a zebra crossing or create a train track or landing strips for 
aeroplanes. To extend the play further, add wooden blocks and small world people to 
build towns on the floor maps. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
What could we put on our map? 
What could we add to the road to make it safe for cars and people to use? 
How can we make the train track look different from the road? 
Where will the road lead? 
 
6. Display the Transport picture cards in the creative area and invite the children to 
discuss the different forms of transport.  Challenge the children to create vehicles 
using construction kits. 
Provide various resources, including cardboard boxes and tubes, dowel rods, yoghurt 
pots, plastic bottles, tape, glue, spilt pins, hole punches and treasury tags. Offer the 
children the My vehicle template and pencils and support them to design a vehicle. 
Ask them to draw and label the vehicle they would like to create and describe the 
resources and techniques they will use when creating. Encourage the children to 
adapt their designs as they work. When they have completed their vehicles, support 
the children in comparing the finished vehicle with their design. 



A map is a picture or drawing of an 
area of land or sea. 
 
Skill Reception Make and use 
simple maps in their play to 
represent places and journeys, real 
and imagined. 
 

 
Observations 
What do the children choose to make with the construction kits? 
Do they use the small world toys to inspire their creations? 
Do the children talk about their designs? 
Do they adapt their work? 
Do the children share their ideas and resources as they are constructing? 



24/1/22 EL Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities  
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and – 
when appropriate – maps. 
Knowledge Reception 
Globes and maps can show us the 
location of different places around 
the world. 
Specific knowledge Reception 
A globe is a 3-D model of the Earth. 
Maps show 2-D images of places. 
Skill Reception Begin to notice and 
talk about the different places 
around the world, including oceans 
and seas.  
 
E. L. Goal Communication and 
language 
Use technology to record their 
work and ideas. 
Knowledge Reception 
Smartphones, tablets, laptops, 
computers and floor robots are all 
types of computing hardware. 

1. Display a globe and a world map and invite the children to talk about countries they 
have visited or with which they are familiar. Watch the Big wide world video. Invite 
the children to talk about the places mentioned in the video and challenge them to 
find them on the globe or world map. Encourage them to ask questions about the 
video. Use the Big wide world questions picture cards to support the children to ask 
questions to find out more. 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Have you ever visited a different country? 
How did you travel there? 
Can you find the United Kingdom on the map or globe? 
What do you notice about the United Kingdom compared to other countries? 
Which country would you like to find out more about? 
What would you like to find out? 
Do all the countries in the world have the same weather? 
Do you think the countries have the same plants and animals living there? 
 
2. Provide the Postcard template, plain postcards, drawing resources and a selection 
of holiday brochures for the children to create postcards. 
 
Practical resources 
Plain postcards 
Felt tip pens 
Colouring pencils 
Holiday brochures 
Observations 
Do the children talk about the pictures they are drawing as they create the postcards? 
Do they talk about places they have visited? 
 



Skill Reception Explore how to use 
different computing hardware. 
 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Share their creations, 
explaining the process they have 
used. 
Skill Reception Communicate their 
ideas as they are creating artwork. 
 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and – 
when appropriate – maps. 
Skill Reception Begin to notice and 
talk about the different places 
around the world, including oceans 
and seas. 
 
Knowledge Reception 
Globes and maps can show us the 
location of different places around 
the world. 

 
3. Display various maps, atlases and globes for the children to explore independently, 
including copies of the World map. Provide the World map template and drawing 
resources for the children to annotate with pictures or labels for the places they 
know. 
 
Observations 
Do the children show an interest in the maps? 
Can they name any countries? 
Can they recognise the UK on a world map? 
 
 
4. Set up an investigation station with globes, world maps and non-fiction books on 
the theme of oceans and aquatic animals for the children to explore independently. 
Use BBC iPlayer's Andy's Aquatic Adventures on computers or tablets for the children 
to discover more about life in seas and oceans. 
 
Observations 
Do the children show an interest in the non-fiction books? 
Do they enjoy looking at the maps and globes? 
Do they ask questions to find out more? 
 



 E. L. Goal Personal, social and 
emotional development Managing 
self 
Explain the reasons for rules, know 
right from wrong and try to behave 
accordingly. 
E. L. Goal Personal, social and 
emotional development Building 
relationships 
Work and play cooperatively and 
take turns with others. 
Knowledge Reception 
It is important to share resources 
and take turns in order to get on 
with others. 
Skill Reception Play cooperatively 
with others and take turns. 
 
E. L. Goal Personal, social and 
emotional development Self-
regulation 
Give focused attention to what the 
teacher says, responding 
appropriately even when engaged 
in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving 
several ideas or actions. 

5. Provide various ride on vehicles for the children to use in a large outdoor space. 
Provide chalk for the children to create roads and tracks to travel along. 
Observations 
Do the children share the resources and take turns? 
Do they communicate their ideas as they are creating roads and tracks? 
Take the children to a large outdoor or indoor space. Play various games, such as 
those listed below, to encourage the children to move and travel in various directions 
and speeds. 
 
6. Play various energetic games such as: 
Tag 
One player is chosen to be the catcher. All other players run away from the catcher, 
trying not to be tagged. If they are tagged, they become the new catcher. 
Offer a safe zone. If the players are in the safe zone, they cannot be tagged. 
Alternatively, children can be safe if they are not touching the ground, such as 
standing on steps or sitting on a bench. 
  
Stuck in the mud 
Like tag, except if a player is caught, they 'freeze' as if they are stuck in the mud. 
Stuck players can become unstuck when another player tags them or crawls through 
their legs. 
The game is over when everyone is stuck, and there are no children left to free them. 
  
Traffic light game 
Explain to the children that red lights mean stop, and when you shout ‘red light’ or 
hold a red light card in the air, they must stop. Amber lights means to travel slowly, 
and green lights mean run fast. 



E. L. Goal Physical development 
Gross motor skills 
Negotiate space and obstacles 
safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others. 
Skill Reception Move confidently in 
a range of ways and safely 
negotiate space, obstacles and 
terrains. 
 
E. L. Goal Communication and 
language 
Speaking Express their ideas and 
feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, including use 
of past, present and future tenses 
and making use of conjunctions, 
with modelling and support from 
their teacher. 
Skill Reception Watch a variety of 
sporting activities. Talk about 
similar games and activities that 
they have taken part in and how it 
made them feel and their 
preferences 
 
E. L. Goal Physical development 
Gross motor skills Move 

Ask the children to jog or skip around the space, avoiding bumping into each other. 
Call out different light colours or hold traffic light cards in the air to give instructions. 
Continue using the instructions and check that the children are following what is 
being asked. Allow the children to take turns being the traffic light controller. 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Challenge the children to make up new chasing games. 
 
Jianzi is a game played in China using a shuttlecock or small beanbag. The aim of the 
game is to keep the shuttlecock or beanbag in the air using your feet, legs or knees. 
Invite the children to stand in a circle to play the game. The challenge is not to use 
your hands.  
 
Ampe is a traditional game from Ghana. Invite the children to choose a partner to play 
with and decide who is player one and player two. To play the game, the children face 
each other, jump in the air and clap. When they land, they push one leg forward. If 
the opposite legs are both facing forward, player one wins a point, but if the legs are 
not opposite, player two gets the point. Provide whiteboards and pens for the 
children to record their scores. After playing the games, invite the children to talk 
about which one they liked the best. 
 
Show the children the BBC Bitesize clip African drumming and dance sequences. Invite 
the children to talk about the dance moves and the music to which the people are 
dancing. Learn some African dance moves together. Use some of the moves from the 
video or clips from YouTube, such as Teaching Kids – African Dance in 5 Mins! – ish. 
When the children have tried out some dance moves, take them to a large indoor 
space. Play some African dance music and invite the children to try out some of the 
movements in time to the music.  
 



energetically, such as running, 
jumping, dancing, hopping, 
skipping and climbing. 
Skill Reception Move energetically 
and repeatedly, with improved 
fluency, control and grace when 
dancing and moving in time to 
music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EL. Goal Expressive arts and design 
Creating with materials 
Share their creations, explaining 
the process they have used. 
Skill Reception Create 
collaboratively, share ideas and use 
a variety of resources to make 
products inspired by existing 
products, stories or their own 
ideas, interests or experiences. 
 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
1 Develop scientific knowledge 

Show clips of traditional dancing, such as Irish dancing, ballet, flamenco or bhangra, 
on a computer or tablet for the children to watch. 
Observations 
Do the children enjoy watching the different dances? 
Do they comment on their preferences as they watch the dancing? 
. 
7. Display the Boats picture cards and ask the children to describe the different types 
of boat. Offer a range of junk modelling materials, including plastic trays, containers 
and bottles, foil trays, tape, glue and sticky tack. Tell the children that they are going 
to create model boats and test them to see how well they float. Give the children 
time to build their model boats and when they are complete, provide a container of 
water and a basket of marbles or coins for testing. Ask the children to float their boats 
on the water without any marbles or coins, before adding them one at a time to see 
how many it can hold before sinking. Take photographs of the boats and create a data 
table on a large sheet of paper. Encourage the children to talk about the best boat 
designs and materials. 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Which type of boat are you going to create? 
What are the best materials to use for your boat? 
How many marbles or coins did your boat hold? 
Why do you think some of the boats sank quickly? 
 
Provide a range of materials in a basket and a container of water. Display the question 
'Will it float or sink?' Offer two hoops or baskets labelled 'float' and 'sink' for sorting 
the objects after testing. 
Observations 
Can the children predict which objects will float or sink? 



through play activities, sharing 
stories and non-fiction books and 
discussion. 
Knowledge Reception 
Some objects float and others sink. 
When an object sinks it falls 
through water to the bottom of the 
vessel. An object that floats stays 
at the water's surface. 
 
Skill Reception Describe, predict 
and sort things that float and sink 
and talk about the forces that they 
can feel. 

Do they use vocabulary, such as float, sink, heavy and light as they investigate the 
objects? 
 



31/1/22 E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
The natural world 
Explore the natural world around 
them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and 
plants. 
Knowledge Reception 
Different animal groups have some 
common body parts, such as birds 
have wings and fish have fins. 
Skill Reception IIdentify common 
features for different groups of 
animals, including wild and 
domestic animals. 
With support, observe, record and 
talk about materials and living 
things. 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Literacy reading 
Read aloud simple sentences and 
books that are consistent with 
their phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words. 
Skill Reception  

1. Display the Animals around the world picture cards. Invite the children to talk 
about the animals and identify any features they have in common. Ask the children to 
explain where they think the animals might live and why. As a group, choose one of 
the animals and use tablets or computers to find interesting facts. You could write the 
facts on a large sheet of paper to share with the rest of the class. 
Display the Animals around the world picture cards and two hoops labelled 'cold 
climate' and 'hot climate'. Challenge the children to sort the animals into the two 
hoops. 
Observations 
Do the children talk about the animals? 
Can they sort some of the animals into their correct climates? 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Do you think these animals all live in the same place? 
Which birds do you think live in cold climates? 
How are the birds similar, and how are they different? 
Which animals do you think live in hot climates? 
Which is your favourite animal? 
Which creature would you like to find out more about? 
 
2. Share the story Tanka Tanka Skunk! by Steve Webb. Discuss the different animal 
drawings and compare to real life photos. Explore vocabulary to describe features and 
compare animals for similarities and differences. Explore how children would group 
the animals together. Display ‘venn’ style diagrams. 
 
Encourage the children to join in and clap the syllables in the names as you read. 
Invite the children to choose an animal and say and clap their names. Explore the 
rhythm patterns you can make using the animal names. 



Know that spoken words consist of 
sounds that can be represented by 
letters or groups of letters. Clap 
syllables in words and then identify 
phonemes in words 
Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known 
letter-sound correspondences and, 
where necessary, a few exception 
words. 
 
E. L. Goal Literacy writing 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by 
others. 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Being imaginative and 
expressive 
Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with peers 
and their teacher. 
Skill Reception Use writing to 
communicate thoughts, ideas, 
experiences and events. 
 
 
 
 

Prompts, questions and challenge 
How many claps do we do for the word Tanka? 
Caterpillar has four claps. I wonder if we can find any other words in the story with 
four claps. 
Which of the animals only have one clap? 
 
3. Display the Animals around the world picture cards, books on the theme of animals 
around the world and tablets or a computer for the children to find out more about 
the animals and where they live. Offer little books, sound mats and writing and 
drawing resources for the children to create fact books if they choose. 
Observations 
Do the children show an interest in the animals? 
Do the children choose to write about the animals? 
Do they ask questions to find out more? 
Do they ask to use a tablet or computer to find more information? 
Invite the children to choose a partner. Provide each pair with one of the Animal facts 
information sheets to read. Support the children to use their phonic skills to read their 
information sheet. Allow time for them to read each of the sheets in their pairs and 
talk about the information. Ask the children to choose their favourite animal fact to 
share with the rest of the group. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
What is a baby zebra called? 
What do you call a group of camels? 
How do elephants protect their skin in hot weather? 
Which of the animals is the biggest? 
Where do all the animals live? 
Do all elephants live in Africa? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Mathematics Number 
Have a deep understanding of 
number to 10, including the 
composition of each number. 
Knowledge  
Numbers follow a sequence. Each 
number is one more than the 
previous number. The last number 
reached when counting tells you 
how many there are in total. 
 
Skill Link numerals and amounts, 
showing the right number of 
fingers or objects to match 
numerals up to 10.  
Count objects, actions and sounds, 
up to 10 forwards and backwards, 
beginning at zero, one or any given 
number and link numerals with its 
cardinal number value 
 
 

 
4. Share the story Handa's Hen by Eileen Browne. Support the children to count the 
animals that Handa and Akeyo see on their journey to look for Grandma's hen. 
Provide the Numeral to 10 picture cards and a selection of small world animals. Invite 
the children to pick a card and count out the correct amount of animals. 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Can you find the card with a five on it? 
What number comes after six? 
I have four animals. Can you find the number four? 
 
Show the Animal counting presentation and encourage the children to count the 
animals shown. Ask them to show the numbers on their fingers. Provide the Animal 
counting cut outs, scissors, glue, felt tip pens and A3 paper. Invite the children to 
create animal counting pictures using the resources. They can choose how many of 
each animal to use for each number to 10. When they write the numerals, support 
them to form numbers to 10 correctly. When the pictures are complete, the children 
could share them with the rest of the group. 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Can you find the card with a five on it? 
What number comes after six? 
I have four animals. Can you find the number four? 
 
Set up an animal counting collection for the children to use independently. Include 
numeral cards, small world animals, rubber sorting animals and number lines. 
 
Observations 
Do the children recognise numerals? 
Can they count out an amount from a large group? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design 
Explore and create using a wide 
range of materials and 
components, including upcycled 
materials, construction kits, 
textiles and ingredients. 
E. L. Goal Literacy reading Use and 
understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions 
about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems and during role-play. 
Knowledge Reception 

 
5. Display a selection of counting books for the children to read independently. Add 
small world animals, tens frames and counters for the children to explore numbers to 
10. 
 
Observations 
Do the children have accurate counting skills? 
Do they understand that when they count objects, the last number they say 
represents the number of objects in the set? 
 
6. Display the Animals around the world picture cards in the creative area. Provide the 
Animal mask design template and drawing resources and ask the children to draw an 
animal's face that they would like to create as a mask. Talk about the resources and 
skills they might use to create their mask. When their designs are complete, offer 
plain paper plates, thin elastic and a wide variety of craft materials for children to 
create their masks. Introduce skills, such as paper curling and folding for the children 
to add detail to their masks. Display the animal masks for the children to wear. 
Support the children to make up and act out stories involving the animals. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Which animal would you like to create? 
What materials do you think will make a good mane for a lion? 
How could you make a trunk for an elephant? 
Are you going to make a mask that you hold or one that you wear? 



Different materials have different 
properties and can be used for 
different purposes. 
Skill Reception Construct simple 
structures and models using a 
range of materials. 

7/2/22 E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities  
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, 

1. Display the World climate map and invite the children to talk about the different 
land colours they can see. Ask them what they think the colours might represent. 
Explain that some parts of the world are hot, and others are cold, dry or wet. Show 
how the countries on either side of the equator have a hot and wet (humid) climate as 
shown by the green colour, while the polar regions have a cold and dry climate as 



 drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and – 
when appropriate – maps. 
Specific knowledge Reception 
Climates and environments are 
different, depending on their 
location on Earth. 
Skill Reception Describe how the 
weather, plants and animals of one 
place is different to another using 
simple geographical terms. 
Skill Reception Describe how the 
weather, plants and animals of one 
place is different to another using 
simple geographical terms. 
 
 
E. L. Goal Literacy writing Writing 
Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by 
others. 
Specific knowledge Reception 
A habitat is the natural home or 
environment of a living thing. 
Habitats include oceans, 
woodlands, ponds and gardens. 
Skill Reception Talk about their 
writing with the teacher. 

shown by the white colour. Ask them where they think the hot and dry areas are 
located on the map. Ask the children to locate the United Kingdom on the map and 
invite them to talk about seasonal changes they have experienced. Display the Drag 
and drop world climate map and invite the children to drag and drop the weather 
symbols onto the map to show the weather that might be happening around the 
world. 
Observations 
Do the children recognise and talk about how the weather or climate is different in 
places around the world? 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Why do you think there are different colours on the map? 
What is the blue part of the map? 
Do you think there is more land or water on the map? 
What do you think the white areas are? 
Why do you think some of the land is brown and some is green? 
Can you find the United Kingdom on the map? 
Why do you think the United Kingdom is a green colour? 
How does the weather change in the United Kingdom? 
 
2. Explain to the children that a habitat is the natural home or environment for a living 
thing. Display the Habitats around the world picture cards and encourage the children 
to describe the different habitats shown in the pictures. On a large sheet of paper, 
create a word bank with the children's vocabulary to describe the different images. 
Provide each child with a Where would you like to live? template and colouring 
pencils. Ask them to draw a picture of the place they would like to live. Invite the 
children to describe their pictures and think of simple sentences to write about them. 
Offer writing resources and sound mats. Encourage the children to use the word bank 
to support their writing. 



 
E. L. Goal Physical development 
Fine motor skills Use a range of 
small tools, including scissors, paint 
brushes and cutlery. 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Creating with materials  
Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. 
Knowledge Reception 
Papers and fabrics can be used to 
create art, including tearing, 
cutting and sticking. 
 
Skill Reception Cut, tear, fold and 
stick a range of papers and fabrics. 
 
E. L. Goal Communication and 
language 
Create simple programs. 
Knowledge Reception 
Technological toys need 
instructions to achieve an outcome. 
Skill Reception Input simple 
instructions to technological toys, 

 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Which of these pictures do you like the best? 
Where would you choose to live? 
What can you see in the rainforest picture? 
 
3. Add the Habitats around the world picture cards to the creative area. Provide a 
selection of collage resources, including tissue paper, coloured paper, crepe paper, 
corrugated card, fine sand, scissors and glue for the children to make collage pictures 
inspired by the photographs. 
 
Observations 
Do the children use the resources to create collage pictures? 
Can they use scissors to cut the paper? 
Do the children talk about the pictures as they create their artwork? 
 
 
 
 
4. Show the children a large world floor map mat with a grid overlay for floor robot 
programming challenges. Encourage the children to explore the map and talk about 
the continents, seas, oceans and countries. Provide the children with programmable 
robots and invite them to plan a journey, such as 'Start at the United Kingdom and 
travel to New Zealand'. Provide the Directions cut outs and show the children how to 
use them to plan a program for the robot. Challenge the children to create programs 
to complete their journeys. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 



including floor robots and onscreen 
sprites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural communities 
in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 
read in class. 
Specific knowledge Reception 
Heritage is a person's unique, 
inherited sense of family identity, 
including the values, traditions, 
culture, and artefacts handed 
down by previous generations. 
Some families define their heritage 
primarily as their ethnic, cultural, 
or national identity. 

Can you find the United Kingdom on the map? 
Where would you like to travel? 
Can you plan a program for the robot? 
Observations 
Can the children program the robot to move from one country to another? 
Can the children name any of the countries? 
 
5. Share the story All Are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold. Explore how the children in 
the story might have a different heritage from each other, but they are united in their 
play and friendship. Explain that children live all around the world in every country, 
and some parts of their lives might be different from theirs, but others are similar. 
Explore how the word 'diversity' is used in the story and explain that everyone in the 
story is unique and special, just like each of them. Use a computer or tablet to view 
the CBeebies show Where in the World?. There are lots of small clips that show 
children's lives around the world. You could choose one child and discover more 
about their life or look at a variety of clips. Support the children to find similarities and 
differences between their lives and children around the world. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
In the story, it says, 'We are part of a community'. To what communities do you 
belong? 
What activities do the children in the story enjoy doing together? 
What activities do you enjoy doing with your friends? 
Do you think children living in every part of the world enjoy the same games and 
activities as you? 
Observations 
Do the children ask questions to find out more about life in other countries? 
Do they compare their lives to children who live in other countries? 



Skill Reception Show an awareness 
of the similarities and differences 
between people in different 
communities and groups from 
around the world. 
 
E. L. Goal Literacy reading 
Comprehension Demonstrate 
understanding of what has been 
read to them by retelling stories 
and narratives using their own 
words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Creating with materials 
Make use of props and materials 
when role playing characters in 
narratives and stories. 
 
Skill Reception Talk about the 
characters, events and settings in 
stories they have listened to, using 
props and materials for role play. 
Specific knowledge Reception 
The Gambia is a country in West 
Africa. 
Skill Reception Describe the 
characters, events and settings in 

. 
 
 
6. Display a world map or globe and explain that the story they are going to read is set 
in Gunjur, a town in The Gambia, West Africa. Find The Gambia on the map or globe, 
then display The Gambia picture cards and invite the children to discuss the images in 
the photographs. Share the story Fatou, Fetch the Water by Neil Griffiths. Encourage 
the children to look at the pictures of the busy street as Fatou makes her journey to 
the well. After you have shared the story, use a large sheet of paper and work 
together to create a map of Fatou's journey. Draw and label pictures of the people 
she met and the food the people gave her along the way. Support the children to 
describe the food and clothing using the description from the story. When the street 
map is complete, reread the story and encourage the children to join in using the 
story map to support. 
Create a street scene small world in a Tuff Tub. Use small world people and farm 
animals, toy cars and cardboard boxes or wooden blocks to represent houses. Add 
small world trees and food as further enhancements. Display a copy of Fatou, Fetch 
the Water by Neil Griffiths and the story map for the children to retell the story. Add 
The Gambia picture cards for the children to discuss as they explore the resources. 
 
Observations 
Can the children retell the story using the props? 
Do they use story language in their play? 
Do they show an interest or ask questions about the images on the picture cards? 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Why do you think Fatou needs to fetch water from the well? 
What do you think Fatou's mum does as a job? 



stories that have been read to 
them using recently introduced 
vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural communities 
in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 
read in class. 
Skill Develop their sense of 
responsibility and membership of a 
community. Develop positive 
attitudes about the differences 
between people. 
EL. Goal Mathematics 
Use everyday language to talk 
about length and height, weight 
and capacity. 

Find the picture with the girls in their school uniform. How is their uniform similar to 
or different from your school uniform? 
Are there any clues in the story that show you what the weather is like where Fatou 
lives? 
Fatou and her friends and family are eating their meal outside. Do you ever eat 
outside? 
 
 
7. Display the Food around the world picture cards. Invite the children to talk about 
their favourite food and the food they eat at home. Encourage them to compare the 
food they eat at home with the food shown in the photographs. Explain that a lot of 
food eaten in the United Kingdom originated in different countries. Provide a 
selection of food items from around the world for the children to try, such as 
samosas, spring rolls, pizza, noodles, croissants and rice. Encourage the children to 
talk about their likes and dislikes. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
What food do you enjoy eating at home? 
What is your favourite meal? 
Do we all like the same food or do we like to eat different things? 
Have you ever tried any of the food shown in the pictures? 
Where do you eat your meals? 
Do you eat meals together as a family? 
Does anyone help cook meals at home? 
 
8. Provide copies of the Tortilla pizza recipe and support the children to read the 
method. Display various toppings for the children to choose from to add to their pizza, 
such as sweet peppers, ham, mushrooms and sweetcorn. Provide each child with a 



Knowledge Reception 
A recipe is set of instructions for 
preparing a dish and includes a list 
of the ingredients required. 
 
Skill Reception Follow instructions, 
including simple recipes, that 
include measures and ingredients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
Develop scientific knowledge 
through play activities, sharing 
stories and non-fiction books and 
discussion. 
Knowledge Reception 
Plants and animals are living 
things. Plants need water, sunlight 
and air to survive. Animals need 
food, water, air and shelter to 
survive. 
Skill Reception Describe some ways 
that plants or animals should be 

My tortilla pizza template and ask them to design their pizza and label the toppings 
they will use. When complete, provide them with the ingredients and make the 
pizzas. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Have you eaten pizza before? 
What do you usually have on your pizza? 
Did you know that pizza originated in Italy? 
 
 
 
9. Leave a houseplant in a pot without water for a few days so that the soil is dry and 
the plant begins to wilt. Show the children the plant and invite them to explain what 
has happened. Ask them what they can do to help the plant to survive and grow. 
Provide watering cans and spray bottles filled with water for the children to help 
revive the plant. Ask them to routinely check on the plant and describe what happens. 
Ask the children why it is essential for living things to have water and stay hydrated, 
including themselves. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
What do you think has happened to the plant? 
What does the plant need to help it survive? 
What do you think will happen when we water the plant? 
Why is it important for living things to have water? 
 
Set up a 'hydration station'. Provide drinks dispensers filled with water, ice cubes and 
plastic cups. Encourage the children to have regular drinks throughout the day. 
 



cared for in order for them to 
survive. 
 
E. L. Goal Personal, social and 
emotional development Managing 
self 
Manage their own basic hygiene 
and personal needs, including 
dressing, going to the toilet and 
understanding the importance of 
healthy food choices. 
 

Observations 
Do the children understand why it is important to stay hydrated throughout the 
day? 
 



14/2/22 E. L. Goal Mathematics Understand 
and use positional language in 
relation to place, direction and 
objects. 
Skill Extend and create ABCABC 
patterns using a variety of objects, 
and notice and correct an error in a 
repeating pattern. Identify patterns 
in the environment. 
 
Skill Reception Continue, copy and 
create repeating patterns using a 
variety of objects. 
 
EL. Goal Expressive arts and design 
Creating with materials 
Share their creations, explaining 
the process they have used. 
Skill Reception Discuss similarities 
and differences in their own and 
others' work, linked to visual 
elements, such as colour, scale, 
subject matter, composition and 
type. 
 
 
 
 

1. Display the Worldwide patterns picture cards in the creative area. Explain to the 
children that people use patterns to decorate buildings, fabric and objects all over the 
world. Invite them to talk about the patterns, shapes and colours they can see. 
Provide 2-D shape printing blocks, black and white paper and ready-mixed paint in 
trays. Invite them to create patterns using the blocks. Support the children to create 
simple repeating patterns and encourage them to talk about the patterns they have 
made. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Which patterns do you like best? 
What colours and shapes can you see? 
Can you see any patterns in the room? 
Have you got any clothes with a pattern? 
 
2. Display the Aboriginal art picture cards. Explain that the Aboriginal people live in 
Australia, pointing it out on a globe or map. Look at the patterns in the paintings and 
use the picture card with the symbols to see if they can recognise what the artwork 
depicts. Provide the children with black paper, cotton buds and ready-mixed paint. 
Invite them to create Aboriginal-style paintings and patterns. Encourage the children 
to talk about their pictures and compare their work with others'. 
Provide bingo dabbers and circle stickers in various colours. Challenge the children to 
create repeating patterns using the resources. 
 
Observations 
Can the children copy or continue simple repeating patterns? 
Can they create repeating patterns? 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 



 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Creating with materials 
Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. 
Knowledge Reception 
The primary colours are red, yellow 
and blue. 
Skill Reception Use primary and 
other coloured paint and a range of 
methods of application. 
 
E. L. Goal Mathematics 
Recognise and name common 2-D 
shapes. 
Knowledge Reception 
2-D shapes are flat. They have a 
different number of sides and 
angles. 2-D shapes can be folded 
and cut into different 2-D shapes. 
They can also be put together to 
make other 2-D shapes. 

Do you like the patterns and pictures? 
What do you think the pictures show? 
What patterns are you going to use to create your picture? 
 
3.Display the Flags around the world picture cards. Explain that all countries have a 
unique flag. Ask the children if they have ever seen flags being used, such as at 
sporting events or on buildings. Invite the children to talk about the shapes and 
colours used on the flags. Provide a selection of coloured paper, scissors, glue and 2-D 
shapes. Give each child a piece of A4 paper and invite them to design a flag by 
drawing around and cutting out different coloured shapes. Encourage them to talk 
about the shapes as they create their flags. 
Leave the Flags around the world picture cards in the creative area for the children to 
copy. Provide A5 paper and ready-mixed paint. Use the flags to create bunting to 
decorate the classroom. 
 
Observations 
Do the children show an interest in the flags? 
Do they have favourite flags? 
Can they mix colours for their flags? 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Why do you think countries have different flags? 
Which flag do you like the best? 
What shapes can you see in the flags? 
What shapes and colours will you use to make your flag? 
 
 
 



Skill Reception Use mathematical 
names for common 2-D shapes and 
explore shapes in their play. 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design 
Explore and create using a wide 
range of materials and 
components, including upcycled 
materials, construction kits, 
textiles and ingredients. 
Knowledge Reception 
Different materials have different 
properties and can be used for 
different purposes. 
 
Skill Reception Construct simple 
structures and models using a 
range of materials 
 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities 
Know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural communities 
in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 
read in class. 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Show the children the Buildings around the world picture cards. Invite them to 
describe the buildings and talk about how people might use them. Explain that some 
buildings have special purposes, such as worship. Invite the children to talk about any 
special building they visit. Provide a computer or tablet and use Google Earth to 
search for the significant buildings and landmarks. Offer pencils and fine felt tip pens 
for the children to draw their favourite building if they choose. 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Which building do you like best? 
For what do you think the building is used? 
Which buildings do you think are old? 
Are all of the buildings made from the same materials? 
Some of these buildings are special places where people worship. Do you go to a 
special building to worship? Can you describe it? 
 
Add the Buildings around the world picture cards to the construction area to inspire 
the children's creations. Provide plastic and wooden blocks for the children to use. 
 
Observations 
Are the children inspired by the different pictures? 
Do they cooperate and work together as they build? 
Do they share their ideas and resources? 



Skill Reception Show an awareness 
of the similarities and differences 
between people in different 
communities and groups from 
around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Half term holiday 21-25 FEB 



28/2/22 E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Being imaginative and 
expressive Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with others, and 
– when appropriate – try to move 
in time with music. 
Skill Reception Learn and sing 
songs and rhymes as part of a 
larger group.  
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design 
Listen to a variety of music and 
sounds. 
Knowledge Reception 
Music has different features. It can 
be loud, quiet, soft, fast, slow and 
can make us feel different 
emotions. 
 
Skill Reception Listen to a variety of 
music and talk about how it makes 
them feel 
 
 
EL. Goal Understanding the world 
Know ways to care for their local 
environment. 
Knowledge Reception 

1. Teach the children the song, Hello to All the Children of the World. Count how 
many ways there are to say hello in the song. Support the children to learn the 
melody of the song as they sing. Display the Say hello picture cards for the children to 
discover other ways of saying hello. 
Provide audio equipment or a tablet and play traditional music from different 
countries to the children. Encourage them to talk about how the music makes them 
feel 
 
Observations 
Do the children enjoy listening to the music? 
Do they talk about their likes and dislikes? 
Do they talk about how the music makes them feel? 

Hello to All the Children of the World lyrics attached below. 
 

 
 
2. Share the Looking after our world presentation with the children and support them 
to read the facts. Invite them to ask questions and talk about the information they 
have read. Ask what sorts of things they could do at school to look after the planet 
and make the school more environmentally friendly. Provide paper, felt tip pens, 
sound mats and word banks. Tell the children that they are going to make posters as a 
group to encourage people to look after the school environment. Ask the children to 
draw pictures and write captions using the information from the presentation. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
There are lots of little things we can do to help look after our world. Which of the 
things in the presentation do you do? 
What else do you think we could do at school to make a difference? 



Litter has a harmful effect on the 
areas where we live, work and 
play. 
 
Skill Reception Describe how they 
can look after their environment.  
Provide litter pickers, gardening 
gloves and bin bags for the children 
to help keep the outside area clean 
and tidy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Literacy reading 
Read words consistent with their 
phonic knowledge by sound-
blending. 
Skill  Identify and suggest rhymes 
and join in with rhyming games. 
 
 
 
 

What would you like to tell other children to do? 
Observations 
Do the children understand the importance of putting litter in the bin? 
 
 
3. Print out the Rhyming string picture cards. Keep one card from each rhyming string 
and hide the other cards around the room. Display the selected rhyming cards and ask 
a child to choose one of the cards. Explain that you will explore the class to find 
pictures that rhyme with the card. Go together to look for the picture cards and check 
if they rhyme with your word. Provide a backpack or basket to collect the picture 
cards. Repeat the activity with the other rhyming strings. When the cards are 
collected, you could put them in their groups to check that the rhyming strings are 
correct. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
I wonder if we can find some pictures that rhyme with 'shoe'. 
'Shoe' and 'tree' – do they rhyme? 
How many words did we find that rhyme with 'cat'? 
 
Observations 
Can the children recognise words that rhyme? 
Are they able to complete a rhyming string? 
 
4. Put the Reading trail picture cards around the classroom or the outside area. Invite 
the children to choose a partner to work with and provide each pair with a Reading 
trail spotting sheet. Tell them that they are going to go on a fact-finding journey and 
that the spotting sheet shows pictures of the animals they need to find. When they 
find a picture card, they need to read the facts with their friend and tick it off on their 



 
 
 
 
 
 
E. L. Goal Literacy reading Word 
Read aloud simple sentences and 
books that are consistent with 
their phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words. 
Skill Reception Read simple phrases 
and sentences made up of words 
with known letter-sound 
correspondences and, where 
necessary, a few exception words. 
 
E. L. Goal Communication and 
language Listening, attention and 
understanding 6 Listen attentively 
and respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, comments 
and actions when being read to 
and during whole class discussions 
and small group interactions. 
Skill Reception Listen to and talk 
about selected non-fiction books to 

spotting sheet. When the children have completed the reading trail, ask questions to 
check they have understood the information. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Which big cats did you spot? 
How do hippos keep cool? 
What did you find out about elephants' tusks? 
What do pandas eat? 
What was your favourite fact? 
 
Observations 
Do the children enjoy looking at the non-fiction books? 
Do they ask questions to find out more? 
Are they aware of the differences between non-fiction books and storybooks? 
. 
 



develop a deep familiarity with 
new knowledge and vocabulary 



7/3/22 E. L. Goal Mathematics 
Understand and use positional 
language in relation to place, 
direction and objects. 
Knowledge Reception 
Positional language includes under, 
over, next to, behind, in front, 
above and through. 
 
Skill Reception Use and understand 
language that describes where 
objects are in relation to each 
other.  
. 
E. L. Goal Understanding the world 
People, culture and communities  
Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
Knowledge Reception 
A map is a picture or drawing of an 
area of land or sea. 
 
Skill Reception Make and use 
simple maps in their play to 
represent places and journeys, real 
and imagined 

Chalk a large 10 x 10 grid in an outdoor space. Put plastic cones in some of the 
squares. Invite the children to choose a partner. Tell them that they are going to send 
their partner on a journey across the grid, avoiding the cones. Explain that the child 
moving across the grid can only do what their partner tells them, so they need to 
listen carefully to their instructions. Ask the children what sort of instructions they will 
need to use and model how to give the instructions using positional language, such as 
'Go forward two squares. Face left. Go forward four squares.' Start by asking the 
children to give you instructions to move across the grid to see if their instructions 
work. Provide time for the children to have a go at giving instructions and moving 
across the grid. Add challenge by placing more cones or obstacles on the grid. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
There is a cone right in front of me. How will I get around it? 
How many spaces do I need to move forward to get to the blue cone? 
Observations 
Can the children make simple maps using the resources? 
Do they use the maps to enhance their play? 
. 
 



14/3/22 E L. Goal Understanding the world 
Sort and group materials and 
resources and talk about how they 
are similar or different. 
Knowledge Reception 
Objects are made from different 
materials. Everyday materials 
include, wood, plastic, glass, fabric, 
metal and stone. Materials have 
different properties. 
 
Skill Reception Name and sort 
everyday items into groups of the 
same material. 
 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design 
Explore and create using a wide 
range of materials and 
components, including upcycled 
materials, construction kits, 
textiles and ingredients. 
Knowledge Reception 
Different materials are suitable for 
different purposes, such as 
construction kits for modelling and 
ingredients for baking. 
 

Display a wide variety of recyclable materials. Invite the children to explore the 
objects and discuss the materials out of which they are made. Label large boxes with 
'plastic', 'glass', 'metal', 'paper' and 'cardboard' for the children to sort the objects. 
Talk to the children about why it is important to recycle waste. 
 
Leave the recyclable materials in the creative area with tape, glue, scissors, split pins, 
hole punches and treasury tags. Display the sign 'What will you make from these 
materials?' Provide a tablet or camera for children to take pictures of their upcycled 
models. 
 
Observations 
What do the children choose to make with the resources? 
Do they use different techniques to join the materials? 
Do they talk about their creations? 
Do they adapt their ideas as they are constructing? 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
This is all rubbish. If we didn't recycle it, what do you think would happen to it? 
Why is it important to recycle our rubbish? 
Of which material is there most? 
Are there any materials that don't go into these groups? 
 
Upcycled art 
Show the children the Weaving picture cards and explain that people around the 
world have created weaved fabrics for thousands of years. Tell them that they are 
going to use recycled materials for weaving. Use plastic netting to create weaving 
frames. You could make individual frames using squares of plastic garden mesh, or a 
large communal frame using plastic barrier fencing. Provide various recycled fabrics 



Skill Reception Select appropriate 
materials when constructing and 
making. 
 
E. L. Goal Physical development 
Fine motor skills Use a range of 
small tools, including scissors, paint 
brushes and cutlery. 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Creating with materials 
Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. 
Knowledge Reception 
Different types of art include 
painting, drawing, collage, textiles, 
sculpture and printing. 
Skill Reception Create art in 
different ways on a theme, to 
express their ideas and feelings. 
 
EL. Goal Mathematics 
Understand and use positional 
language in relation to place, 
direction and objects. 

cut into strips, ribbons and lengths of plastic cut from old plastic bags. Model how to 
weave the strips through the net frame, going over and under. Encourage them to 
choose different colours or materials to create a repeating pattern as they weave. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Look at the patterns on the weaved fabric in the picture cards. What pattern could 
you make? 
 
Display a selection of plastic bottle tops in various colours and sizes. Provide black and 
white paper sheets for the children to create patterns and transient art using the lids. 
 
Observations 
Can the children create repeating patterns using the bottle tops? 
 



Skill Reception Continue, copy and 
create repeating patterns using a 
variety of objects. 
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E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design Creating with materials  
Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function. 
Knowledge Reception 
The primary colours are red, yellow 
and blue. 
 
Skill Reception Use primary and 
other coloured paint and a range of 
methods of application. 
 
E. L. Goal Expressive arts and 
design 
Listen to a variety of music and 
sounds. 
Knowledge Reception 
Music has different features. It can 
be loud, quiet, soft, fast, slow and 
can make us feel different 
emotions. 
 
Skill Reception Listen to a variety of 
music and talk about how it makes 
them feel. 
 

1. Fill spray bottles with watery paint or water and ink. Show the children how to use 
the trigger to spray the paint onto different surfaces. Then make a giant mural by 
taping a large roll of paper to an outdoor wall and invite the children to spray it using 
the colours. Provide paint trays filled with watery paint and brushes for the children 
to flick paint onto the mural. As the colours run and mix, encourage the children to 
discuss what is happening. 
 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
What is happening as the colours mix? 
How many new colours have you made? 
What colours would you mix to make orange? 
 
 
2.  Play the children a variety of classical music inspired by water. Sound clips could 
include Yellow River Piano Concerto, inspired by Xian Xinghai, Water Music, by Handel 
and Reflections in the Water, by Debussy. Explain that the composers have created 
the music to represent different types of water. Encourage the children to offer their 
opinions on how the music makes them feel, any instruments they can hear and 
whether they like the music. Display the Water picture cards and a selection of 
musical instruments. Invite the children to create music to represent the different 
images using the musical instruments provided. Provide blue floaty scarves or create 
streamers from blue crepe paper for the children to create dances in time to the 
music. 
 
Observations 
Do the children enjoy listening to the music? 
Do they respond to the music with a range of movements? 
 



 
E. L. Goal Physical development 
Gross motor skills 
Move energetically, such as 
running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and climbing. 
Skill Reception Move energetically 
and repeatedly, with improved 
fluency, control and grace when 
dancing and moving in time to 
music. 

 
Prompts, questions and challenge 
Do you like the music? 
Which piece of music do you like best and why? 
How does the music make you feel? 
Which instruments could you use to be waves crashing on the beach? 
Which instruments would be the best for rain splashing in a puddle? 
 



 

 

Hello to all the children of the world lyrics 

Hello, bonjour, buenos dias 

Good day, guten Tag, konnichiwa 

Ciao, shalom, do-brey dien 

Hello to all the children of the world 

We live in different places from all around the world 

We speak in many different ways 

Though some things may be different, we're children just the same 

And we all like to sing and play 

 

Hello, bonjour, buenos dias 
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2 weeks 

Complete the innovate journals for each topic 



Good day, guten Tag, konnichiwa 

Ciao, shalom, do-brey dien Hello to all the children of the world 

There are children in the deserts and children in the towns 

And children who live down by the sea 

If we could meet each other to run and sing and play 

Then what good friends we all could be 

 

Hello, bonjour, buenos dias 

Good day, guten Tag, konnichiwa 

Ciao, shalom, do-brey dien 

Hello to all the children of the world 

Hello to all the children of the world 


